The Last Day Of School By Louise
Borden

The Last Day of School by Louise Borden: A
Heartwarming Celebration of Childhood Memories

The Last Day of School by Louise Borden is a beloved children's book that captures
the bittersweet emotions and joyful moments experienced by students, teachers, and
families as the school year concludes. Through vivid storytelling and engaging
illustrations, Borden beautifully portrays the significance of this transitional day,
emphasizing themes of friendship, growth, and anticipation for summer adventures. This
book has become a staple in classrooms and homes alike, serving as both a celebration
of accomplishments and a nostalgic reflection on childhood. In this article, we will
explore the story’s plot, themes, and educational value, while also providing insights into
how it can be effectively used to foster a positive attitude toward the end of the school
year. Whether you're a parent, teacher, or caregiver, understanding the depth and
appeal of The Last Day of School by Louise Borden can help you make this special day
even more meaningful for children.

Overview of The Last Day of School by Louise Borden

Plot Summary

The Last Day of School follows a young student as she experiences the final day of her
school year. The story begins with the anticipation of summer break, capturing the
nervous excitement and eagerness of children eagerly counting down the days. As the
narrative unfolds, readers witness the various activities, emotions, and interactions that
mark this milestone. Throughout the book, Borden highlights different aspects of the
last day, such as: - Saying goodbye to friends and teachers - Packing up belongings and
memories - Reflecting on the year's achievements - Participating in special events or
end-of-year celebrations - Looking forward to summer adventures The story concludes
with a sense of closure and optimism, emphasizing that while the school year may end,
new experiences and friendships await.

Illustrations and Style

Louise Borden’s illustrations are vibrant, warm, and expressive, complementing the
engaging narrative. They depict children of diverse backgrounds, showcasing inclusivity
and broadening children’s understanding of community. The artwork captures the lively
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atmosphere of the last day—children laughing, teachers smiling, parents waving
goodbye—which helps young readers connect emotionally with the story. Borden’s
writing style is accessible and rhythmic, making it suitable for read-aloud sessions. The
language is simple yet evocative, encouraging children to reflect on their own feelings
about the end of the school year.

Themes and Messages in The Last Day of School

Celebration of Achievements

One core theme of the book is celebrating the accomplishments of the school year.
Children reflect on what they’ve learned, created, and experienced, fostering a sense of
pride and self-confidence. This encourages a positive attitude toward learning and
personal growth.

Transition and Change

The story acknowledges that endings are also beginnings. The last day signifies a
transition, reminding children that change is a natural part of life. It prepares them to
embrace new opportunities and challenges in the coming months.

Friendship and Community

Borden emphasizes the importance of friendships and community bonds formed during
the year. The story highlights moments of saying goodbye, sharing laughs, and creating
memories, reinforcing social-emotional skills and the value of connection.

Excitement for Summer

Looking forward to summer adventures is a recurring motif. The narrative encourages
children to anticipate fun activities, travel, family time, and relaxation, helping them
approach the break with enthusiasm rather than anxiety.

Educational and Emotional Benefits of the Book

Promotes Emotional Literacy

Reading The Last Day of School helps children articulate their feelings about endings
and transitions. It provides a safe space to explore emotions like happiness, sadness, or
nervousness, fostering emotional intelligence.

Encourages Reflection and Gratitude

The story prompts children to think about what they’ve enjoyed and learned during the



year. This reflection builds gratitude and a positive outlook, making the end of school a
celebration rather than a farewell.
Supports Social Skills Development

By illustrating interactions with friends and teachers, the book models social skills such
as saying goodbye, expressing appreciation, and sharing excitement. These lessons are
vital for social-emotional development.

Facilitates Discussions About Change

Teachers and parents can use this book to discuss change and adaptation, helping
children understand that transitions are natural and manageable.

Using The Last Day of School in Educational Settings

As a Read-Aloud Activity

Reading the book aloud in classrooms can set a positive tone for the last day of school.
Teachers can pause to discuss children’s feelings, share personal stories, and encourage
children to express their thoughts.

In Writing and Art Projects

Students can write about their favorite memories from the year or create artwork
depicting their experiences. This reinforces reflection and self-expression.

As a Conversation Starter

Use the story to initiate conversations about change, goals, and summer plans. It helps
children articulate their emotions and aspirations.

Creating End-of-Year Celebrations

Incorporate themes from the book into end-of-year parties or awards ceremonies,
emphasizing achievements and community spirit.

Tips for Parents and Educators to Maximize the Impact
of the Book

1. Pre-Reading Preparation: Talk with children about their feelings regarding the end
of the school year to build anticipation and openness.

2. Interactive Reading: Ask questions during reading, such as "What was your favorite
part of this story?" or "How do you feel about summer coming?"
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3. Relate to Personal Experiences: Share your own memories of last days of school to
create a personal connection.

4. Follow-Up Activities: Encourage children to create journals, drawings, or speeches
reflecting on their year and summer plans.

5. Celebrate Achievements: Recognize each child's growth and effort, fostering a
sense of accomplishment.

Conclusion: Embracing the End of the School Year with
Joy and Reflection

The Last Day of School by Louise Borden is more than just a story about saying goodbye;
it’s a celebration of growth, friendship, and new beginnings. By capturing the emotions
and activities associated with this transitional time, the book helps children process
their feelings and look forward to summer with excitement. Incorporating this book into
classroom routines or home reading routines can foster emotional literacy, gratitude,
and a positive outlook toward change. Whether used as a read-aloud, discussion starter,
or creative project, The Last Day of School is a valuable tool for making the end of the
school year a memorable and meaningful experience. As children close one chapter and
eagerly await the next, Louise Borden’s heartfelt story reminds us all to cherish the
memories made and to look forward to the adventures ahead.

The Last Day of School by Louise Borden is a heartfelt and beautifully illustrated book
that captures the magic, anticipation, and bittersweet emotions of the final day of the
school year. This tender story resonates with children, parents, and educators alike,
offering a nostalgic look at the end of a chapter and the promise of summer adventures
ahead. In this review, we will explore the themes, storytelling style, illustrations, and
overall impact of the book, providing a comprehensive analysis for those considering it
for young readers or classroom use.

Overview and Summary

The Last Day of School follows a young child's perspective as they experience the final
day of school. The narrative is rich with vivid descriptions of classroom routines,
friendships, teachers, and the excitement bubbling up as summer break approaches. The
story emphasizes the emotional spectrum that accompanies the last day—joy, nostalgia,
anticipation, and a touch of sadness—making it a relatable story for children who are
about to say goodbye to a familiar environment and welcome new adventures. The book
is structured around the typical activities of a school day, from the morning arrival to
the final bell, interwoven with reflective moments that highlight the importance of
friendship, learning, and growth. The story concludes with a warm farewell that leaves
children feeling hopeful and eager for the summer ahead.



Themes and Messages

Celebration of Learning and Growth

Louise Borden beautifully underscores the significance of the school year as a journey of
learning and personal development. The narrative celebrates the small
victories—completing a project, making new friends, or simply understanding something
new—while acknowledging that school is a place of growth for every student.

Emotional Reflection and Nostalgia

One of the book’s strengths is its honest portrayal of mixed emotions. Children often feel
happy about summer but also sad to leave behind friends and routines. The story
captures this complexity, validating children’s feelings and encouraging them to cherish
their memories.

Friendship and Community

Throughout the book, the importance of friends and community is emphasized. The
shared experiences and bonds formed during the school year are highlighted as valuable
and lasting, fostering a sense of belonging.

Transition and New Beginnings

The story subtly introduces the idea that endings are also beginnings. The last day is not
just an endpoint but a prelude to new adventures, making it an optimistic read that
encourages children to look forward to the future.

Storytelling Style and Language

Louise Borden employs a gentle, rhythmic prose style that is accessible and engaging
for young readers. Her language is descriptive yet simple, capturing the sensory details
of a school day—the chatter of children, the rustling of papers, the ringing of the bell.
This sensory richness helps children immerse themselves in the story and connect
emotionally with the characters. The narrative is primarily from the perspective of a
child, which enhances relatability. The tone balances warmth and excitement, making
the story both comforting and lively. The use of repetitive phrases, such as “last day,”
“goodbye,” and “see you soon,” reinforces key themes and makes the book suitable for
read-aloud sessions.

Illustrations and Visual Appeal
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Artistic Style

The illustrations by Borden complement the text beautifully, employing soft, warm
colors that evoke a nostalgic and joyful atmosphere. The artwork captures expressive
faces of children and teachers, lively classroom scenes, and the changing mood of the
day—from energetic mornings to quiet, reflective moments toward the end.

Visual Details and Engagement

The illustrations are detailed enough to spark conversations about various school
activities, friendships, and seasonal changes. They include small details like a child's
artwork, a pet in the classroom, or a sunny playground, which add depth to the story
and keep young readers visually engaged.

Pros of the Illustrations

- Warm and inviting color palette - Expressive characters that convey emotion - Rich
scenes that encourage discussion and observation - Complement the text perfectly
without overwhelming it

Cons of the Illustrations

- Some may find the style a bit traditional or subdued compared to more modern, vibrant
artwork - Limited diversity in some depictions, though this varies depending on the
edition

Educational and Classroom Use

The Last Day of School is an excellent resource for educators planning end-of-year
activities or discussions about emotions and transitions. It can serve as a conversation
starter about: - Reflecting on the school year - Preparing children for summer break -
Discussing feelings about change and farewell - Celebrating achievements and
friendships Features for Classroom Integration: - Reading aloud sessions - Writing
prompts about the best part of the school year - Art projects inspired by the illustrations
- Role-playing farewell scenarios Pros: - Suitable for a wide age range (kindergarten to
early elementary) - Promotes emotional literacy - Encourages positive attitudes toward
transitions Cons: - Might be too simple for older children seeking more complex
narratives - Some teachers may prefer books with more diverse themes

Pros and Cons Summary

Pros: - Heartfelt and relatable storytelling - Beautiful, warm illustrations - Suitable for
read-aloud and classroom activities - Addresses emotions associated with the end of
school - Encourages reflection, friendship, and optimism Cons: - May feel traditional or



subdued compared to more modern stories - Limited diversity in artwork (depending on
edition) - Might be too simplistic for older elementary students - Focuses mainly on a
positive end-of-year experience, less on challenges

Conclusion and Final Thoughts

The Last Day of School by Louise Borden is a charming and meaningful book that
captures the essence of a universal experience—the transition from the familiar routines
of school to the adventures of summer. Its gentle storytelling, heartfelt themes, and
warm illustrations make it an ideal choice for young children navigating feelings of
change and celebration. Whether used as a bedtime story, classroom read-aloud, or part
of a culminating activity, this book offers comfort, nostalgia, and hope. For parents and
educators looking to help children process the emotions tied to the end of the school
year, The Last Day of School provides a sensitive and joyful narrative that affirms their
feelings while inspiring anticipation for future adventures. Its timeless appeal lies in its
ability to resonate across generations, making it a valuable addition to any children's
book collection. In sum, Louise Borden’s The Last Day of School is a beautifully crafted
story that celebrates growth, friendship, and new beginnings—making it a must-read for
end-of-year celebrations and beyond.

Questions & Answers About the last day of school by
louise borden

N Question Answer
o
1 | What is the main theme of The main theme centers around the feelings of
‘The Last Day of School' by excitement, nostalgia, and reflection as students
Louise Borden? and teachers experience the final day of the school
year.
2 | How does Louise Borden Borden captures a range of emotions, from
depict the students' emotions | anticipation and joy to sadness and nostalgia,
on the last day of school? illustrating the mixed feelings students often have
on this special day.
3 | What role do illustrations The illustrations complement the text by vividly
play in 'The Last Day of portraying the lively activities and emotional
School'? moments, helping readers connect more deeply

with the story.

4 | Is 'The Last Day of School Yes, it is suitable for young children because its
suitable for young children? |engaging language and colorful illustrations make
Why? it accessible and relatable for early readers,
especially those experiencing the end of a school
year.
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5 | What message does Louise
Borden convey about the end
of the school year in this
book?

Borden emphasizes the importance of celebrating
the end of the school year, cherishing memories,
and looking forward to new adventures while
appreciating the moments shared with friends and
teachers.

last day of school, Louise Borden, school memories, children's books, graduation,

friendship, school year, summer break, children's literature, school celebration
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